Keokuk residents such as Belknap may have considered the Mormon emigrants who made Keokuk their outfitting post in 1853 as curiosities, but the young town garnered lasting benefits fi^om the emigrants' temporary presence. The Mormons, for their part, found that Keokuk offered an adequate temporary solution to their search for an outfitting point for the faithful Saints, especially those from abroad, who were being called to gather in the Salt Lake Valley LESS THAN SIX MONTHS after the founding of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the Mormon Prophet Joseph Smith received the call to gather all of the Saints: "And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect;... [and] they shall be gathered unto one place upon the face of this land."' The Latter-day Saints in America first gathered in New York (1830-31); then, because of persecution, they migrated to Ohio and Missouri (1831-38). In the late fall of 1838 and winter of 1839, they crossed the Mississippi and eventually found another gathering place in Nauvoo, Illinois, by the spring of 1839.
The tide of Mormon immigration to America from overseas would not commence until 1840, when Latter-day Saint missionaries obtained a firm foothold in the British Isles.' From 1840 to 1846, the Mormon immigrants gathered in Nauvoo before local mobs forced them to leave the city/ In July 1847, a vanguard company led by Brigham Young entered the Salt Lake Valley and established the nucleus of a new gathering place in the West. That arid desert area "blossomed as a rose" and became a Mormon mecca for converts who gathered from throughout the world.
From 1849 to 1852, the area of Kanesville, Iowa, became the designated outfitting post to send Mormon emigrants across the plains to the Salt Lake Valley. It also served as a temporary gathering place for those Latter-day Saint emigrants who did not have the resources to make it all the way to the Salt Lake Valley.
During that same period, the California gold rush brought thousands of westward-bound emigrants through Salt Lake City, creating a financial windfall for the Saints that made it possible to send Mormon missionaries to Europe. Those missionaries were especially successful in securing converts in the British Isles and Scandinavia. Resources also became available to create a revolving fund in 1849 known as the Perpetual Emigrating Fund. In 1852 that fund, which had first been used to aid Nauvoo exiles, became available to help poor foreign converts emigrate to the Salt Lake Valley. ' In the meantime, some Saints had found employment in river cities such as New Orleans, St. Louis, and Kanesville and were content to stay where they were. In 1852 Brigham Young instructed all church members to do their utmost to gather with the Saints in the Salt Lake Valley' Most Latter-day Saints in the Kanesville area heeded the call and migrated to Utah. When the remaining non-Mormon merchants in the city (renamed Council Bluffs) inflated the prices for passing emigrants, church officials decided to find a new frontier outfitting post for the following migration season/ Mormons were exiled from the Nauvoo region, they also left vacant the lands they had purchased from Galland on both sides of the Mississippi. It would be another seven years before the Saints would retum to Keokuk and temporarily inhabit the area again.
THE INSECURITY of land titles in the Half Breed Tract, which included the town plat of Keokuk, had kept migration to the southeastern comer of Iowa at a minimum during the 1840s. In 1852, however, several New York businessmen, in a series of court struggles, won undisputed claim to 40 percent of the Half Breed Tract.''
With secure land titles in the region, Keokuk began to boom. From an 1850 population of 2,117, the town grew to 3,256 by October 1852." It had been surveyed for a grid of streets one mile square, but numerous ravines made travel on the streets problematic. Atop the bluff, retail and craft-trade establishments lined Main Street. A particularly deep ravine bisected Main Street where Sixth Street was supposed to cross. On the riverfront, wholesalers' warehouses stored goods offloaded from the river traffic. These goods included all the necessities that settlers could not grow or make. The city council had two primary confor approval as "a liberal offer [which] had been made by a gentleman, of about twenty thousand acres, lying between the Mississippi and Des Moines river, at two dollars per acre, to be paid in twenty annual installments, without interest." Galland was at that time viewed as a Mormon benefactor. According to cems: setting street grades to facilitate the population's movement to and from the "downtown," and regulating use of the wharf as a source of taxes to finance the necessary street work." 17. Isaac Galland and Henry Austin claimed credit for the civic plan. Proceedings of the City Council were regularly reported in the Valley Whig and/or With foundry workers, wagon makers, hardware wholesalers, pork packers, carpenters, and stone cutters all busy, the town could absorb immigrant laborers. Numerous Irish and German immigrants arrived, and values for platted lots rose dramatically.
In that context. Mormon church leaders decided to outfit LDS European immigrants and North American emigrants at Keokuk for the 1853 migration season. At Keokuk the emigrants would eam funds by laboring where possible, await equipage for the cross-country trek, and get some training in the challenges of survival on the prairie. DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER of 1853, more than 2,500 Mormon emigrants would swell the population of Keokuk, which was estimated at about 3,000 before their arrival. One historian noted, "By 1853, Keokuk had more people than its houses could shelter, although the citizens were building houses at a rapid rate.'"" The Keokuk Dispatch reported, "The suburbs were occupied by tents ranged in close order, over a mile square in extent, and sheltering upwards of 2,000 persons.""
The influx of Mormon emigrants would produce even more temporary shelters. Mormon agents had selected an area on the northeastern edge of Keokuk for their encampment. Keokuk historian Alois J. Weber explained, "The authorities and people of Keokuk co-operated with the Mormons and rendered them every assistance and at Sugar Creek a field of 2000 acres was offered to the emigrants for pasture for their livestock.'"" The encampment on that field on the outskirts of Keokuk served as a temporary gathering place for European converts, largely from Great Britain, with several hundred from Scandinavia, who were preparing to cross the plains to the Salt Lake Valley.
Such preparations had begun far in advance. The foreign converts received armual direction from church leaders. At the close of the 1852 migration season, the First Presidency sent an epistle encouraging the Saints to gather the ensuing year "as doves fly to their windows before a storm." There was also regular correspondence between church leaders and agents in Europe as well as in America. From church headquarters in Salt Lake City President Brigham Young kept a careful watch over all aspects of Mormon migration. He also delegated responsibilities to emigration agents, who regularly informed him of emigration matters from where they were positioned along the road to Zion. Expressing his confidence in his emigration agents in 1853, he wrote, "Our agents, are in various parts of the United States and Europe, assisting by all the means in their power, the progress of this work."" During the 1853 emigration season, agents were stationed in several locations." Willard Snow presided over the Scandinavian Mission and was thus responsible for overseeing emigration from Coperüiagen." Samuel W. Richards was the president of the British Mission and launched the emigrants from Liver- A sight which gladdened my heart to behold."'' Upon reaching the encampment on the outskirts of Keokuk, the Saints were placed under the competent charge of the local Mormon agent, Isaac C. Haight, and his assistant, Vincent Shurtliff, who had made the necessary arrangements for the incoming migrants."
Most of the emigrants were generally pleased with what they found at the encampment. As one migrant noted, "Elder Isaac C. Haight, who was the Church Emigration agent at the outfitting point, selected a very healthy camping place at Keokuk, on a bluff near the river, where there was plenty of wood and grass handy. The citizerw of Keokuk manifested a benevolent feeling towards the Saints, which was highly appreciated by them." Stephen Fosdick recalled, "The Mormon Camp consisted of a long street with wagons on each side. We were shown our camp, which consisted of about twenty empty wagons, equipped with bows. ... we were told to divide ourselves into groups of ten, and each ten to take possession of a wagon." Another migrant, Christopher Jones Arthur, remembered, "The camp was lively, scattered over many acres. Some in tents others in wagons." Scandinavian convert Christian Nielsen described the encampment as "open air quarters." He noted, "In the morning I went out to see our 'open air' lodging place that looked well to me. We came first to the place where emigrants from England were placed, and thereafter to the spot where we Danish emigrants should have our quarters. ... We could help ourselves to all the wood we needed." Less than a week later, Nielsen noted, "Our 'territory' for quarters gets wider day after day. Each day additional wagons loaded with emigrants come to our quarters, and tents are put up to be the abode for the emigrants.'"* 
Professional artist Frederick Piercy published this sketch of the Mormon encampment at Keokuk in his hook. Route from Liverpool to Great Salt Lake Valley, Illustrated (Liverpool and London, 1855).
Frederick Piercy provided a vivid description of the Mormon encampment through the eyes of a gifted British artist; I sallied out in search of the Camp, which, after climbing a steep bluff on the edge of the river, I found most picturesquely situated on top of a hill, surrounded by wood, and commanding a view of the country for miles around. The situation was admirably chosen, as there were good drainage and an abundance of wood and water combined. It was just daylight, and the guards had retired to their tents. Upon my entrance all was stili in the Camp, no person was to be seen.
Piercy also described the social condition that was the result of a mixture of European converts:
The emigrants from each nation had wisely been placed together, and those who had crossed the sea together were still associated as neighbours in Camp. I heard no complaints of sickness, and I was told that the general health was good. The Elders in charge seemed thoroughly competent, and Elders Haight and Eldredge were incessant in their labours. I particularly noticed the generosity with which Elder C. H. Wheelock volunteered the use of his teams for the public good. They were constantly engaged in transporting the luggage of the emigrants from the river to the Camp, which saved many a poor person's scanty means, and rescued many a poor family from a dilemma, for as yet there were a very few oxen in the Camp, and most persons were unwilling to run the risk of their animals being wom out before the commencement of the joumey.
The Camp was in excellent order, and the emigrants informed me that when the ground was not muddy they would as soon live in a tent as in a house. I saw few idlers-indeed, rather than remain unemployed until the trains moved off, those who could not get work in the town of Keokuk at their trades took advantage of the opportunity which [was] offered of working on the roads. By this means they saved what little money they possessed, and in many instances added to their stock, and were thus enabled to obtain many little comforts which they must otherwise have gone without. . . . Before leaving Keokuk I made the accompanying sketch of the Camp, showing the arrangement of the wagons and tents, which, with their white covers, looked extremely picturesque amidst the spring foliage of the coimtry.'' There was joy in the Mormon camp when the European Saints reuruted with acquaintances from their homelands on American soil. James McNaughton registered "the unspeakable pleasure of being in the camp of Brothers Barnes «Sr Allen, from Hull and of seeing their families. What a meeting!" McNaughton also noted that the Saints met weekly for public worship at the camp. Such meetings, he commented, were "good times" when "the Lord truly blessed us."*' During the several weeks during which Latter-day Saints prepared for their overland joumey, some had a little time to explore the surrounding area. Some took time to see the dilapidated Nauvoo Temple and to visit Emma and Lucy Mack Smith, the widow and mother of the martyred Prophet Joseph Smith." Al- though most were very busy with their preparations, they enjoyed socializing with one another.
Sometimes, though, frontier conditions created hardships for the emigrants. Upon arrival at Keokuk, Hannah Comaby described the Mormon encampment on a hill near the Mississippi River.
Here we found the wagons and tents. We had just placed our baggage in the wagons; some were making awkward attempts at erecting tents while others were trying to place the covers on the wagons, some of which obstinately refused to reach over at both ends, when we were struck by a furious storm of wind and rain, accompanied by thunder and lightning such as we had never heard or seen before. The storm raged with such fury that we feared the wagons would be upset, and after the wind subsided, the rain poured down incessantly three days and nights, our luggage and bedding becoming thoroughly soaked, and the camp groimd ankle deep with mud. Under these circumstances, my second child was prematurely bom." Not all of the descriptions of Mormon emigrants came from the emigrants themselves. The Keokuk Dispatch carried articles relating to the arrival of the Mormon emigrants. In April 1853 the paper reported.
Two hundred Mormons arrived here on Friday last on board the steamboat Hindoo on their way to Salt Lake, several hundred more are lying at St. Louis and two or three ship loads expectedly daily from New Orleans. Those who have arrived have gone into camp above the city incorporation. They are all native of England and Wales and left the port of Liverpool on the 18th of February last for New Orleans, where they arrived safely and in good health, having lost but one of their number on the way. The whole train when it is made up, it is expected will number two thousand persons. They intend making Keokuk their starting point. Farmers having stock or cattle fit for the yoke will here find a ready market.
Just one week later, the Dispatch added, "Two hundred more of the Mormon faith arrived at this place on last Sunday They have also gone into camp awaiting the arrival of about two thousand more who are expected here soon." By the end of May, the paper reported, "During the past [week] some eight himdreds [sic] Mormons have left and some three hundred have arrived at the camp ground. About 3000 have already reached this port and about 800 more are expected. The Mormons have behaved in the most peaceable and courteous manner during their stay here and have won the respect and confidence of the community with their orderly and law abiding behaviour."" Saints earned some of that respect through physical labor they performed for the betterment of Keokvik. The Dispatch reported on April 26, A large number of Mormons are now employed in grading the streets of our city. Each man is a "full team" behind a pick and shovel A pile of dirt before a dozen or two of these hard fisted, strong fellows, is "nowhere." The rough places of our city are rapidly becoming smooth and if the Mormor\s remain here awhile longer, our streets will present quite a different appearance from what they have presented heretofore. We are not sorry to see this improvement going on. Nothing needs improvement worse than the streets of our city." Some of the Latter-day Saints did indeed find employment grading the streets, and apparently some of the men secured temporary work in town at their trades. Some of the women apparently also found work clearüng the homes of the locals in Keokuk. For example, William Belknap noted in a letter to his sister that he and a local resident r\amed Mrs. Van Antwerp were going "up to the [Mormon] camp this afternoon as she wants to find some women to clean her house."" Some emigrants were creative in capitalizing on their joumey. One British convert observed, "Many of the brethren obtained employment. Our Scandinavian brethren, with characteristic industry and forethought, purchased trees from the owners of the neighboring forests, from which they manufactured a variety of useful articles. ... All were busy preparing for the journey."** Another group of emigrants, including company leader Christopher Jones Arthur, John Lyon, and poet Henry Maiben, joined funds to print hundreds of copies of their inspiring ocean narrative after they survived a terrifying storm with more than four hundred converts aboard the International. Among other things, their eight-page document told the story of how the captain of the Intemational (David Brown) had dreamed that he and his crew would be converted to Mormonism. Before reaching New Orleans, Captain Brown, two of his mates, and 18 crew members had all yielded to the ordinance of baptism.*Â lthough the Latter-day Saints must have worked hard to convert the "salty" mariners on board the Intemational, the task of obtaining expensive teams, wagons, cattle, and oxen required even more patience and effort for those who had never yoked oxen or worked with cattle. Isaac Haight and Vincent Shurtliff purchased the teams and wagons in St. Louis and elsewhere. The wagons and beasts of burden purchased at St. Louis were loaded onto steamboats and sent upriver to Keokuk."" Although all of the crew were baptized, perhaps not all were converted. In a letter written just one year after the voyage of the Intemational, Thomas Fisher, writing to the editor of the Liverpool-based Latter-day Saints Millennial Star 16 (15 July 1854), 448, noted, "Two of the crew-the carpenter and a sailor, are going with us to Zion. They have been engaged as teamsters by some of the passengers, and will be baptized after leaving the ship. It is prudent not to baptize seamen on board-it has proved that they sometimes get baptized on board merely to assist in their designs upon the honors of our sisters. We might have baptized all our crew, mates and all, but President was too old for them." Some of the Latter-day Saint emigrants assisted Haight and Shurtliff by obtaining the needed cattle and oxen in places other than St. Louis. One Mormon emigrant noted, "I was one out of 13 that was called upon to go into Bonvil [Boonville] 5 hundred miles in the state of Missouri to by [buy] up 8 hundred head of oxen to take that seasons emigration across the plains.'"" Sometimes difficulties securing the necessary teams forced emigrants to modify their plans. One emigrant recalled that when his wagon was just about ready to pull out of Keokuk, he was told, "You have been selected to remain here in company with three others to bring a herd of cows when they come." The frustrated teamster commented, "I had never been one day away from my wife before since we were married." Another emigrant noted that when he left Liverpool, he imderstood that upon reaching Keokuk his company would have ten people to a wagon and they would be allowed one hundred pounds of luggage. Yet when he arrived, "we had to take twelve in a wagon and consented to reduce our extra luggage to seventy-five pounds and if possible to fifty. There was no way to hire out extra luggage taken to the valley so we bumed our boxes and extra weight." Such were the expectations for those who chose to journey with the Latter-day Saints.""
The Scandinavian immigrants departing Keokuk had an especially difficult time yoking the oxen. "Some of the Scandinavians, disliking the American way of driving oxen in yokes, hitched up these beasts of burden in regular Danish fashion. But they had forgotten one little thing-that the oxen were American. ... It was decided that it would be easier for the emigrants to leam American ways than it would be for the oxen to leam to work with the Danish hamess."" The British immigrants also had a difficult time with the animals. Harmah Comaby vividly recalled, "The oxen were wild, and getting them yoked was the most laughable sight I had ever witnessed; everybody giving orders, and nobody knowing how to carry them out. If the men had not been saints, there would doubtless have been much profane language used; but the oxen, not understanding 'English,' did just as well without it."''
Most foreign converts had a trying time once they began their westward trek from Keokuk. One emigrant stated, "The Saints generally thought the way to Zion was a hard road to travel but found out later that they were not up against the real thing until they began to outfit for the plains and come in contact with a herd of wild Texas cattle with horns like a rainbow"" James Pett explained, with a little humor, the difficult and frustrating experience for some who were inexperienced with an overland joumey. He wrote of "one little incident that occurred on the road" during his 1853 joumey.
One of the crew of the old ship Elvira Owen {the carpenter) fell in love with one of our Mormon sisters and came up with the company to St. Louis and stayed over there a few days and got married and then came to Keokuk with the intention of crossing the plains with some of the companies and brought their wagon, ox team and outfit complete and started out on the fearful muddy road and Smith (that was his name) was not accustomed to such traveling and driving oxen through mud half leg deep, so after traveling a few miles, he began to despair as he found out that land traveling was far more unpleasant than it was to walk the decks of an ocean schooner under like conditions, and he became very abusive as nothing suited him, and finally he threw down his ox whip and declared that he would not go another step farther. So after a little parleying with his wife, he took his bundle of clothes and went back to the sea, and his wife hired a young man to drive the team and she came to the Valley, and that was the last of Smith."* Given the difficulties and the emigrants' lack of experience, company leader Moses Clawson was especially grateful to make it to Fort Laramie with the "Company all well, and teams in good condition" even though nearly all the teamsters in his Church officials did follow Eldredge's counsel, and the following year emigration agent William Empey designated the area of Kansas City, Missouri (just 13 miles northwest of Independence) as the outfitting post, with Westport as the appointed landing place." Although the Saints ran the risk of plying the "big muddy" and although some no doubt had memories of the Saints being driven from that part of Missouri, the plan saved them hundreds of miles of travel across Iowa. Furthermore, if the cattle were to be purchased in the vicirüty of Lexington, Missouri, that would also save hundreds of miles of travel to the farther city of Keokuk, and the wagons Öiey purchased in St. Louis could be transported by steamboats to the outfitting post.
Although Keokuk was designated as the outfitting post for only one year, the temporary presence of the Mormon emigrants left an imprint. Not only did Keokuk benefit economically from purchases the Mormons made there for the joumey across the plains, but the Latter-day Saints also contributed to a substantial improvement of Keokuk's city streets. In an article titled "The Mormons at Work/' the Keokuk Dispatch reported, "The rough places of our city are rapidly becoming smooth, and if the Mormons appear here awhile longer, our streets will present quite a different appearance from what they have presented heretofore." In fact, the paper claimed, with the help of the Mormon graders, Keokuk's Main Street already had become "one of the handsomest streets in this or any other country.""" But the Mormons' presence left a moral as well as physical imprint. Keokuk resident William W. Belknap observed that the Latter-day Saint emigrants were "devoted to their creed & enthusiastic in faith they are models in conduct for men of more christianized churches. Public prayer every morrung and evening Such a sound of an oaüi is never heard."'' Although their presence was temporary, the more than 2,500 Latter-day Saints who migrated through Keokuk in 1853 left a positive lasting impression on the city and citizens of Keokuk. 58 . Keokuk Dispatch, 17 May 1853. 59. William W. Belknap to his sister, Clara, 3 May 1853, in Weber, "History of Mormon Encampment at Keokuk in 1853," 9-10. As noted previously, a microftlm copy of the Belknap correspondence is housed at the Keokuk Public Library. However, this particular letter is missing from the microfilm and was apparently part of the original collection used by Weber, which was later given to Princeton Uruversity.
